LATER   MEDIAEVAL   WARS
their capacity of 'Holy Roman Emperors/ were
pressing their claims on Italy, and carrying fire and
sword into that unhappy land.
Frederick Barbarossa, three years after the humiliat-
ing Peace of Constance, and four years before his
death in Asia Minor, had achieved a diplomatic vic-
tory of the first magnitude. It consisted in the
marriage of his son and heir Henry to the heiress of
the Norman kingdom of Sicily (including Southern
Italy) at Milan in January 1186. When, therefore,
in 1190 Henry succeeded his father as German king
and Roman Emperor, he also, in right of his wife,
claimed control of Southern Italy and Sicily. He
had to fight to make his claim good; but he ulti-
mately succeeded (1194-95). Then he had both the
Papacy and the Lombard cities in a vice. Liable to
simultaneous attack by Germans from the north and
by a miscellaneous host of Germans, Greeks, Nor-
mans, and Saracens from the south, they seemed
doomed to subjugation. For Henry had large
dreams of empire. He even conceived the possibility
of conquering Byzantium and reuniting East and
West as under Constantine the Great.
The immediate peril of the Popes and the cities
was removed by Henry's sudden death at Messina
in A.D. 1197: he was only thirty-two years old. He
left an infant son, Frederick, born in 1194. The
widowed Empress, Constance, acted as regent until
her death in 1198. She bequeathed the guardianship
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